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National Blood Service

Muslim community urged to
give blood during holy month

By Lee Husson

MUSLIMS flocked to a blood donor session last
Thursday.

The Islamic Unity Society issued a rallying call last
week to members of the Muslim community to help
others by giving blood as part of the holy month of Muhar-
ram.

Donors were invited to attend the Edgware Blood Donor
Clinic, at Edgware Community Hospital, in Burnt Oak
Broadway.

Falah Shareef, of Trevor Gardens, Colindale, said: “This
is the first time I have given blood. The Qur’an encour-
ages us to save lives and that mankind is a source of good,

“Muslims are portrayed badly in the media and are
shown as terrorists and a source of killing. The majority of

Muslims are peace-loving and support life.

“Next year we expect more donors, Religious leaders
are starting to encourage Muslim people to give blood.”

During Muharram, Muslims commemorate the martyr-
dom of Imam Hussain, grandson of the Prophet
Mohammed. The TUS has been supporting the National
Blood Service in its search for new donors from ethnic
minorities, since the launch of the Imam Hussain Blood
Donation campaign last year.

Currently, only three per cent of regular blood donors
are from Asian, African or African Caribbean descent.

Haidar Abdali, of the Imam Hussain Blood Donation
campaign, said: “The teachings of the Qur'an tell us that
giving blood is okay, yet most Muslims are uncomfortable
at the thought of donating.

“Our aim is to raise awareness and encourage more
members of the Muslim community to give blood.”

0 For more information, or to book an appointment to
give blood, call the national helpline on 08457 711 711 or

visit www.blood.co.uk.

Helping to save lives: Falah Shareef gave his first blood donation at Edgware Hospital
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